ACRL-LA Fall 2007 Business Meeting
Friday, October 12, 2007

Minutes

Kevin Merriman called the meeting to order at 12:45. He welcomed the attendees, thanked the LOUIS staff, and began the committee reports. 

Jessica Hutchings, the secretary/treasurer of ACRL-LA, reported that the current balance of the organization’s bank account is 5385.05. When Kevin, Mike, and Jessica opened the account at Capital One on April 30, we had a balance of 3911.96. This is an increase of 1473.09, the approximate value of the Jason’s Deli catering fee that we did not have to pay for the October 10 workshop. 

Michael Russo, chair of the newsletter committee, reported that the newsletter is available electronically. It includes information about SACS issues that libraries across the state have faced.

Jessica Hutchings, chair of the membership committee, reported that she took over this committee when Mary Francis Sherwood needed to relinquish the responsibility in order to devote more time to her library’s SACS reaccredidation. Jessica reported that the membership currently stands at 164.

Jeremy Landry, LLA Liaison, was absent; no report.

Legislative Liaison, Rebecca Troy-Horton, reported that she posted information about national library legislation day on the Yahoo group for ACRL-LA.
Molly Knapp, publicity chair, was absent; no report.

Kathie Bordelon, chair of the archives committee, was absent; therefore there was no report.

Alma Dawson, SLIS representative, reported that the LSU SLIS as been approved to offer a PhD beginning in Fall of 2009. Dr. Dawson also reported that there is a web-based course offered by SLIS called “Publishing for Librarians.” Dr. Dawson and Dr Thomas are working on a grant to help hurricane-affected libraries cope with the loss of staff. If anyone has staffing issues, please submit this information to Dr. Dawson. She is proposing the development of a scholarship to SLIS for students in exchange for 3 years of library work in Louisiana. Dr. Dawson also announced that Ms. Beth West is our new SLIS student liaison. 
Beth West, the new SLIS student liaison, was absent; no report. 

Marie Morgan, directory chair, reported that she did nothing this year regarding the directory. She asked if the organization is still interested in a print directory. It has been a fundraiser in the past, and many people prefer the print version to an electronic equivalent. She and the officers will view the membership list to determine who is available to work with her on the directory committee.
Kevin Merriman became the webmaster for ACRL-LA after Katrina, and the site is currently on the McNeese library server. He created an online membership form which members can use to update their information. Kevin reported that ALA may be offering web space for state chapters, so the site may be relocated when this happens.

Pati Threatt, chair of Constitution and Bylaws, was absent; however, changes to the bylaws were submitted. These changes passed unanimously. 

Suzanne Martin, chair of the Nomination committee, announced the candidates for the upcoming election of ACRL-LA officers. Tony Fonseca of Nichols State University is the only candidate for vice president/president-elect. Ashley Pillow of Loyola and Jessica Hutchings of McNeese are the 2 candidates for secretary/treasurer. Ms. Pillow did not attend the meeting, and Ms. Hutchings gave a short speech regarding her candidacy. 
Mike Matthews announced a spring panel discussion for ACRL-LA that will feature Julie Todaro, current national president of ACRL. The panel discussion will be at Watson Memorial Library at Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, LA on January 24, and will be preceded by an ACRL-LA business meeting. 
Mike also announced a social hour for academic librarians at this year’s LLA meeting. 

There was no new business, and the meeting adjourned at 2pm. 

